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Washington Update 

New Congress (116th) and Split Government 

New Tone on Healthcare Policy 

New Members of Congress (113+) 

New Appropriations Bills (FY20)/Legislation 



Pre-Existing Condition Protections
Current Framework 

Guaranteed issue 

No caps on benefits

Dependents can stay on family coverage until 
age 26 

(ongoing effort) Lower out of pocket costs 

Potential Changes 

House working on proposals to enhance “Pre-
Ex” protections 

Senate working on proposals to lower (not 
always patient) costs

Administration rule-making on generic 
steering and STLDHPs. 

Texas v. US  



Emerging Legislative Efforts a Mixed-Bag

Senate HELP Committee: Focused on ending “surprise” medical billing. 

Senate Finance Committee: Focused on reforming Medicare Part D and lowering out of pocket 
costs

Missing from the debate: repeal of the medical device tax and timely reauthorization of PCORI 



Patient Access Efforts 

Restoring the Patients Voice Act /Safe Step 
Act

(88 cosponsors)

Access to Marketplace Insurance Act 

(177 cosponsors) + copay accumulators

Patients Access to Treatments Act

(35 cosponsors) 



Community Advocacy Gains Momentum

Growing the Federal Medical 
Research Portfolio (NIH) 

Inclusion in DoD Research (GBS)

Medicare IVIG Access Enhancement 
Act (CIDP and MMN) 



Recent Congressional Recommendations



The Medicare IVIG Access Enhancement 
Act (HR 2905) 

 Facilitates access to home 
infusion for CIDP and MMN 
Medicare beneficiaries 

Provides the same benefit as 
PID patients in need of IVIG

Promotes clinical judgment 
and allows for patient choice 
in healthcare  

Ask your members of Congress 
to support this bipartisan 
legislation! 

Visit the Foundation’s Advocacy 
Action Center: https://www.gbs-
cidp.org/advocacy/advocacy-
action-center/

Sign the petition…  

https://www.gbs-cidp.org/advocacy/advocacy-action-center/


Most Importantly…
Become an advocate 
and plan to make your 
voice heard! 

just contact: Chelsey at the Foundation
Chelsey.Fix@gbs-cidp.org

mailto:Chelsey.Fix@gbs-cidp.org


Questions? 

Thank You
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