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SAVE the DATE
for the  14th International Symposium

Featuring an entirely new curriculum

The GBS|CIDP Foundation International invites you to join us for our  
14th International Symposium on September 23rd-24th, 2016 at the  
Hyatt Regency in San Antonio, Texas!

This Symposium will be an incredible opportunity to learn about GBS, 
CIDP, and variants from leading medical experts in the field, to meet  
other patients and families, and to have fun!

Stay tuned for registration information

[Address Block Here]
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We are the GBS CIDP  
Foundation staff

and we need you!

...to come to a chapter meeting, give us a call and share the name of your local neurologist, rehab center,  
therapist or specialist to expand our referral list, participate in a Walk, or plan and chair a Walk in your area, 
create your own fundraiser, give us your email address so that we communicate electronically, participate in  
advocacy and send a letter to your Representative, plan to join us in San Antonio at symposium 2016, document 
and share your story so that we can share it on our website and publish it in our collection, make a donation in 
honor or memory of a special person in your life, remember us in your estate planning, and most importantly, 
give us a call and let us know what we can do for you!



Support  Education  Research  Advocacy

Vision & Mission Statement

GBS CIDP Foundation International
The GBS CIDP Foundation International is the preeminent global non-profit organization  
supporting individuals and their families affected by Guillain-Barré syndrome (GBS),  
chronic inflammatory demyelinating polyneuropathy (CIDP), and related syndromes  
such as multifocal motor neuropathy (MMN) through a commitment to support,  
education, research and advocacy.

Our Vision
Every person affected by GBS, CIDP, or related syndromes such as MMN, will have  
access to early and accurate diagnosis, appropriate and affordable treatment, and  
knowledgeable support services.

Our Mission
To improve the quality of life for individuals and families affected by GBS, CIDP,  
or related syndromes such as MMN by:

• �Creating and nurturing a global network of volunteers, healthcare professionals,  
researchers and industry partners to provide those affected with GBS, CIDP, or related  
syndromes such as MMN with support and the most current available information;

• �Designing and implementing public, medical and professional education programs  
to increase awareness and improve understanding;

• �Funding research through grants, establishing fellowships and using other appropriate  
avenues to identify the causes of and discover treatments for GBS, CIDP, and related  
syndromes such as MMN;

• �Structuring partnerships to engage in advocacy at the federal, state and grass roots  
levels to advance our vision and mission with legislators and government agencies.

GBS CIDP Foundation International
The Holly Building
104 ½ Forrest Avenue
Narberth, PA 19072
Voice: 610-667-0131 or 866-224-3301
Fax: 610-667-7036
Email: info@gbs-cidp.org  
www.gbs-cidp.org

3



Dear Friends of the Foundation,

When you’ve finished reading this report I want you to be 
inspired to take action! 

Across the globe the GBSlCIDP Foundation International  
has worked tirelessly on behalf of all whose lives have been 
affected so profoundly. In the past year we have funded  
research in Australia, The Netherlands, Canada, England,  
Scotland and the United States. We’ve expanded our  
network of liaisons and global volunteers into Central and 
South America, Africa and Southeast Asia. There are now 
twenty-four Centers of Excellence for those in need.  Scientists, liaisons, patients and their families  
from all over the world and pharmaceutical partners came together in Orlando for the 13th biennial  
symposium like “friends meeting for the first time.” We laughed; we cried; we asked questions; we 
learned; we hugged. And, we promised to see each other again in 2016! In April we marched through  
the halls of the U.S. Congress on behalf of those in need of financial assistance, to petition for increased 
NIH funding and to advocate for the men and women of the military who are disproportionately affected 
by GBS. Because of your generosity we can fund two dedicated three-year fellows. If it sounds like we’ve 
squeezed a tremendous amount of action items into twelve months it’s because we have. We are on a 
mission. We are deliberate and decisive. At no point have we lost focus. Not once have we lost momentum.

We need you! We need 2016 to be bigger and better than any of our past thirty-five years. I’m sure you 
are asking yourself right now, “What can I do to help those like me?” “How can I make a difference?” 
Here are some suggestions:
• �Attend a chapter meeting. 
• �Write to your congressperson. 
• �Ask if your employer matches donations
• �Come to one of our Walk & Roll fundraisers. Organize a Walk & Roll. 
• �Become a “Point of Contact” and visit newly diagnosed patients in the hospital. 
• �Let us know about your special skills/talents that you would like to share. 
• �Make a contribution to the foundation: Work, Wealth or Wisdom

We’d love to see you, where will you be in 2016? You give us meaning and purpose and for that  
we are genuinely grateful. It is an honor to serve you. 

Santo

President of the Board of Directors - Santo Garcia
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EXPENSES
Management 10.4% 

Education 15.9%
Patient and Chapter Support 11.7% 
Research 37.5%

Fundraising 6.1%
Symposium 15.9%
Advocacy 2.5%

REVENUE Individual Contributions 22.4% 

Corporate Contributions 27.7%

Symposium 23.1%
Fundraisers and Special Events 6%

Investments 9.3%
Endowments 11.5%

Support  Education  Research  Advocacy

FinancesPresident of the Board of Directors - Santo Garcia

5



• �The Foundation office receives over 100 inquiries for new  

information, WEEKLY.

• �We have 105 US Liaisons and 43 US Points of Contact. To date in  

2015, we have had over 65 chapter meetings across the country.

• �We have 58 global volunteers in 47 countries around the world.

• �We invite over 24,000 patients and caregivers to Chapter Meetings annually. 

• �In addition to our paper newsletter, we now send our “eCommunicator”  

to over 16,000 people worldwide.

• �On Facebook, we see over 3,000 hits weekly and have over 7,300 “likes.”

• �We are currently creating a database of patient-referred medical  

professionals. This is in addition to the 250 recommended neurologists  

already in our database.

• �We have 24 Centers of Excellence around the world.

SupportSupport
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We are committed to providing patients, families, and medical professionals with the most current and  
relevant information possible.
In 2014 we re-launched our website in an intuitive, user-friendly format. Our homepage now features our  
latest news, an events calendar, and the amazing stories you have shared. We recently added a section on  
our homepage which highlights newly added material. We also added pages on variants such as multifocal  
motor neuropathy (MMN) and anti-MAG peripheral neuropathy.  
In October 2014 we hosted our 13th (and largest ever) International Symposium in Orlando, FL with over 600 
people in attendance. This symposium featured separate tracks for GBS, CIDP, and MMN patients. Additionally, 
we had thirty healthcare professionals present twenty-nine sessions and workshops. 
Also in 2014, we produced 5 informational videos on the following topics: adult GBS, pediatric GBS, CIDP,  
MMN, and our Centers of Excellence. All are available for viewing on our website.
We continue to publish The Communicator, our quarterly newsletter, which always includes relevant  
medical articles, many written by our own Medical Advisory Board. In July 2015, we introduced our first  
digital newsletter, The eCommunicator, which allows us to communicate with our members more frequently  
in an eco-friendly manner.
In cities across America the Foundation sponsors an informational workshop called “Managing your CIDP” that 
outlines the history, diagnostic protocols, and treatment strategies of CIDP.  
Our professional partners are critical to us as we endeavor to share the most relevant and current information. 
These relationships include:
NORD: National Organization of Rare Disorders 
PNS: Peripheral Nerve Society
IgNS: Immunoglobulin Nursing Society
PPTA: Plasma Protein Therapeutics Association 
AANEM: American Association of Neuromuscular & Electrodiagnostic Medicine

Education
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Ruth Huizinga in her lab isolating white  
blood cells from a patient with GBS.

Research

In the past 11 years, the GBS|CIDP Foundation has dedicated more  
than $2,000,000 towards sponsoring over 30 research grants! We fill  
an important need in the GBS, CIDP, and related disease research arena  
by offering seed money for research that may lead to NIH funded projects. 
Annually, grants are reviewed by our Medical Advisory Board and then  
recommended to the Board of Directors for final acceptance.

In 2014, we awarded our first Benson Fellowship for Neuromuscular  
Research to Dr. Ruth Huizinga. Dr. Huizinga aims to understand the causal 
relationship between preceding infections and anti-neuronal antibodies.

In 2015, we awarded our first Mazawey Fellowship to Dr. Marielle  
Pruppers. Dr. Pruppers is researching anti-MAG peripheral neuropathy,  
a rare CIDP variant. This fellowship was established by Louis T. Mazawey JD,  
a patient, to further understanding, diagnosing, and treating Anti-MAG.

Other 2014 grants involve the following:

1. �Led by Dr. Isabel Illa at De La Santa Creu in Barcelona, this study looks  
to identify different genetic subgroups of CIDP.

2. �In Bangladesh, where the incidence rate for GBS is much higher than the 
global average, Dr. Zhahirul Islam and his team are working on developing  
new outcome measures for GBS patients in low-income countries.

3. �At the University of Chicago, Dr. Betty Soliven is investigating how different types of immune  
cells contribute to disease severity in CIDP patients.

4. �Dr. H.H. Lopez in Argentina is attempting to better understand the signaling pathway involved  
in neuron growth inhibition.

The Foundation has also supported the International Guillain-Barré Outcome Study (IGOS), the largest  
and longest prospective trial designed to collect extensive data in a systematic manner from patients  
affected with GBS. This study involves over 200 medical centers in more than 20 countries. As of this  
publication, over 1,000 patients have enrolled!

 $1,000,000
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 $2,000,000

 $1,500,000

Research Funding
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2015
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2014 marked the second year of the Foundation’s organized efforts with advocacy. Together with our partner, 
Health and Medicine Council of Washington, DC, we have a targeted approach to improve the lives of patients 
by informing and influencing policymaking processes through individuals and organizations in DC. 

We seek to educate the legislators making decisions which affect the Foundation’s community. In 2014,  
we participated in our second annual Capitol Hill Day with 15 constituents making 20 visits on Capitol Hill.  
We followed in 2015 with a group of 30 making 40 visits. 

We have rewritten the advocacy pages on our website and have a newly formed Advocacy Action Committee 
made up of leaders from our volunteer community who participate in quarterly advocacy activities. We need 
our voice to be heard! The following are some of the initiatives we are currently supporting: 

Accelerating Biomedical Research Act (S. 318/H.R. 531): seeks to systematically increase funding for the  
National Institutes of Health, which will expand research portfolios on various conditions (including GBS,  
CIDP, and MMN).  

American Cures Act (S. 289/ H.R. 2104): seeks  
to systematically increase funding for all medical 
research programs and activities across the  
federal government (including the Veterans  
Administration and the Department of Defense).

The Patients’ Access to Treatments Act  
(H.R. 1600): seeks to ensure patient access to 
innovative treatments by reducing high out-of-
pocket expenses associated with coinsurance 
requirements through private insurance plans. 

Part D Beneficiary Appeals Fairness Act  
(S. 1488/H.R. 2624): allows Medicare Part D  
participants to have relief from high out-of- 
pocket costs for innovative treatments by  
allowing beneficiaries to formally request an 
exception from cost-sharing requirements.  

Advocacy

Our Hill Day group on the steps of the Capitol!
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1.  President’s  
Circle 

In recognition of cumulative  
gifts reaching $10,000 or more.  
President’s Circle members  
demonstrate leadership in  
philanthropy. This group of  
leadership donors make  
financial commitments of gifts  
that enable the greatest impact  
for the Foundation. In appreciation  
for their gifts, President’s circle  
members receive special  
recognition throughout the year.

2. 1980 Society

In recognition of donors who have  
given more than twenty donations. 
Since its founding in 1980, the  
Foundation has relied on the  
generosity of friends to grow into  
the outstanding organization that  
it is today. The 1980 Society donors  
are the most loyal donors and play  
a significant role in the past, present 
and future of the Foundation. In  
appreciation for their loyalty, 1980 
Society members will receive special 
recognition throughout the year.

Report of Donors 2014-2015
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3. Legacy Circle 

The Legacy Circle recognizes  
individuals who have named the  
Foundation as a beneficiary in their 
Estate plans and have named the  
Foundation as a beneficiary in their 
will, charitable gift annuity, charitable 
trust, or similar vehicle. All individuals 
who have included the Foundation  
in their estate plans, and have made 
their intentions known are invited into 
membership in the Legacy Circle. Legacy 
Circle members will be recognized.
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Peggy Bolchoz
Edward Bolus
Louis Bonasso
Evelyn Bond
Beverly Bonitatibus
Robert Bookbinder
Evelyn Bookout
Georgia Booras
Robert E. Boothroyd
Janet Borden
Harris Borman
Lois Bortone
Anthony Borzillo
Lisa Bosmann
Jean Bost
David Botelho
John Bouda
Gary Boughan
Ronald Bouman
Diana Bove
Amanda Bower
Suzanne Bowman
Tracey Boyce
Greg Boyd
Jane Boyd
Lillian Boyer
James Bozzo
Wendy Bracken
Albert Brackley
Greg Bradberry
William Bradley
Harriet Brady
Mary Alice Bramming
Dorothy Brandstatter
Jim Branton
James Brass
Gail Brauer
Priscilla Braun
Peter Bray

Randy Bredin
Cindy Breitman
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Susan Brickman
Elaine Brief
George J. Brignac, Jr.
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Ofir Brizinov
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Michael Brodsky
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Michael Burke
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William Burke
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Michael Burns
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Cheri Carter
David Carter
Mary Carter
Joanna Caruso
Vincent Casale
Ian Cash
Susan Casper
Beverley Anne Castle
Kathleen Castro
Anita Cavallo
David A. Cerejo
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Michael Chan
Dennis Chandler
William Chaney
Yi-Mei Chang
Carol Chaplin
Ken Chapman
Robert L. Chappell, Jr. M. D.
Gerald Charles
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Anthony Cimino
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Donna Clark
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Robert Clark
Shirley Clark
Tim Clark
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Laura Clemens
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Ellen C. Clemot
Richard M. Clydesdale
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Corinne Cook
June Cook
Stephanie Cook
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Ronald Cooper
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Nelson Copeland
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Patricia Corey
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Juanita Corts
Jeanne Corwin
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Donald L. Cox
Jody Cox
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Laurie Craft
Mari Jo Craft
Brenda Crafton
Ronna Creed
James Crew
Paula Crew
Edwin Cridland
Marian Criswell
Joel Cromartie
Carol Cromer
James Crone
Sally Cronin
Carol Crossan
Martha Crotts
Peter Crowe
Elizabeth T. Crowley

Robert Crowley
Candace L. Crump
Kenneth Cuculich
Linda A. Cummins
Stephen Curet
Cathy Curran
John Curtis
Mary Daghir
Carol Dagney
Michael Daley
Norma Dalton
Donna J. Daly Boggs
John Dancy
Gerald Daniel
Candida Daniele
Mavis Dare
Mary Catherine David
Louise Davidson
Carol Davis
Erin E. Davis
June Davis
Kelli Davis
Robert Davis
Ronald Davis

Sean Davis
Jamie Davison
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Beatriz Day
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David Dean
Michele Dearing
Martin DeBobes
Diane DeFilippo
Mary Lou DeFillippo
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Karl Dehmel
Rolf Dehmel
Julie Delaney
Nicole Delbuono
Joseph G. Della Monica
James DeLong
Robert DeLong
Joseph DeMayo
John Dembeck
Barbara A. Denczek
Barbara Denicola
Gilda Dennis
Claudia Deras
Robert Dern
Andy DeRoche

Andrew Desmann
Pamela Detmer
Peggy Dettwiler
David Deusebio
Paul Dever
Rachelle Devers
Jim Devoy
Dennard Dewitt
Daniel Dezort
William Dezort
Shaffina Dhume
Margery Diamond
Michelle W. Diamond
Ronald Dias
Sally Dickinson
Albert DiDonna
Raymond Diesch
Jill DiForte
Thomas Dillingham
Karen Dillman
Mazen Dimachkie
Kristina Divico
William Dixon
Mary Lou Dobrydnia

Sharon Dodd, M. D.
Don Dodds
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Jim A. Doehrman
Robert Doherty
Donald Doherty, Jr.
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Patrick Donnelly
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Timothy Dooley
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John Dougherty
Kathleen A. Dougherty
Suzanne Dougherty
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Wayne Downer
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Debra Drinkard
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Donna Dublo
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Michael Duffy
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Robert Dumont
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Janice Dunkerton
Sara S. Dunlap
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Frances Durbin
Kathi Durst
Susan Duskey
Debra Dworkin
Joyce Dyer
Gerald Dyess
Robert Dykes
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Eileen Eagan
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Kathleen Eastin
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Joseph Edwards
Phyllis Edwards
William Edwards
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Dorothy Elliott
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Carlene Embree
Elizabeth Emerson
Larry Emery
Marla Emery
Gayle Emmer
Cheri Emmons
Bobbie English
Kay Engman
Marsha Ensminger
Howard Epstein
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Mark Erickson
Eileen Erion
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Amy Esslinger
Richard Etherton
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Grace Evans
Richard Evans
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Barry Ezarsky
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Ray Fabian
Mary Fagan
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Gayle Faye
Anthony Fazio
George Feely
Tracey Feick
Kathleen Feigenbaum
Scott Feigenbaum
Lewis Feldman
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Wynelle Fewell
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Laurel Fillmore
Antoinette Filmeck
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Eleanor Finigan
Nancy Fink
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Barbara Fisher
George Fishman
Ira Fishman
Llyod Fishman
Ralph Fishman
Arline Fishter
Rob Fitting
Jeanne Fitzsimmons
Beth Flack
Archibald Fletcher
Alan Flies
Maxine Flock
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Christine Floyd
Paul Flynn
John Flynn, III

Robert Foczynski
Nancy Fodero
Marilyn Fontana
Kenneth Force
Norma Forney
Camille M. Forrest
Sandra Forsyth
Marie Fosello
Daniel Fosselman
Karen Foster
Richard Foster
Earl Fowler
James Fowler
Darlene Fox
Jennifer Fox
Joseph Fox
Joseph Fox
Roberta Fox
Norman Foxman
Jeffrey Frail
Angela Franzoni
H. Louise Frasure
Savanah Fray
Linda Frazier
Sheryl Frederick
Shirley Frederick
Charles Freed
Donna French
Janice Frey
Miles Frey
Renee Friediger
Kenneth Friedman
Rick Friedman
Linda Fritz
Karen Fromm
Emily Fruik
John A. Fucillo
Sue Fugate
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June Funkhouser
Bob Furniss
Francine Furtado
Susan Gabay-Laughnan
Meredith Gadbois
Peter Gaewski
Sylvia Gagnon
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Thomas Gallagher
J. Kelly Gallion
Darwin Gans
Enrico Garavaglia
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Santo Garcia
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Betty Garelick
Linda Garfinkel
Samuel Garland
Mike Garrett
Don Garrison
Jill E. Gasper
Marion Gaster
Diane Gaston
Winston Gaston
Fontaine Gatti
Dennis Gauthier
George Geister
Deborah Gelinas
Joseph Genna
Michael George
Jeffrey S. Gerland

Joan Gerot
Kathryn Giambri
Renee Gielewski
Geraldine Giglio
Raymond Gilbarte
Lois Gilbert
David Gill
Stella Gill
Robert Gillespie
Jerry Gilley
Kevin Gillis
Linda Gindt
Allan Ginsburg
Julia Giordano
James Gischel
Robert Glaser
Spencer Glasgow
Darlene Glaus
Barry Glover
Willie L. Glover, III
Stephen Gluck
Thelbert Goins
Dawn Gold
Debbie Goldasich
Kathy Goldberg
Mark Goldberg
Phillip Goldberg
Bernard Goldman
George Goldstone
Nicole Gomez
Judy Goodman
Janelle E. Gooley
Lee Ann Gooseman
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Lynda Gordon
Roslyn Gordon
Ronald Gorski
Mark Gotthelf
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Harry Granger
John Gratton
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Carl E. Gray
Charles Gray
Sue Gray
Brian Graybow
Edward Graybow
Stuart Graybow
Elizabeth Greb
Alfred Grech
Linda Greco
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Linda Green
William Green
Janice Greenberg
John Greenfield
Kerry Greenwood
David Greer
James J. Greer Jr.
Arthur Gregoire
Rich Gregorovius
Alexander N. Greiff
Charles Greiner
Alfred Greipentrog
Shelly Gremillion
Terra Griesheimer
Ronald Griesse
Paul Griffin

Catherine Griffin-Matlow
William Griffith
Larry Grindrod
Jean Grismer
Jeffrey Gross
David Grossman
Barbara Grossmiller
Bobbie Groves
Julie Grubb
Fred Gruber
Deborah Guerrero
Karen Guerrero
Joanne Guilfoyle
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Mary C. Haase
Linda Habelt
Margaret Hackenberg
Megan Hacker
Leslie Hagan
Paul Hahn
Janis Hailey
Danna Haines
David Haley
Jane Hall
Mae Hall
Patricia Hall
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Debra Hallock
Marcella E. Halloran
Tod Hamachek
Miles Hamada
Nancy Hamburger
Mark Hamel
Chad Hamilton
Mina Hamilton-Schwarz
Susanne Hammes
Margaret Hammond
Eve Handley
Harvey Hanna
Rita Hanners
David Hansen
Joseph Hansen
Aimee Hanson
Paul Hanson
Mary Lee Harang-Picou
Anne Harchar
John Harchar
Markwell Hardaway
Eleanor Harder
Melissa Hardin
Shara Hardy
Darrell Harlan
Ted Harmeyer
Wayne Harmon
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Charles M. Harpole III
Dean Harris
James Harris
Linda Harris
Catherine Harrison
David J Hart
Elizabeth Hart
Carol Hartenberger
Carolyn Hartley
William Hartman
R. Dean Hartwick
Debra Harvey
Linda Harvie
Mark Harwell
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James Hathaway
Beatrice Hausladen
Larry Hawkins
Ronald Hayden
Stuart Hayes
Hilda Haygood
Kathleen Haynes
Marie Haynes
William Haynes Jr.
Jack Hays
Robert Healey
Elizabeth Healy
Donna M. Heath
James Heck
William Hector
Kay Heflin
Venkatesh Hegde
Henry Heilbrunn
Mary Lou Heim
John Heintz
Stephen Heintz
Christopher Helfrich
Marilyn Heller
Patti Helling
Frank Helm
Helen M. Helms
Linda Henderson
Michele Hendrix
Kevin Hennessey
Wes Henrikson
Wesley R. Henrikson, Jr.
Mary Alice Henson
William Henstock
Dallas Heppner
Charlotte Herendeen
Harriet Herman
Rudy Herman
Maria Hernandez
Fred Herold
Barbara Hershey
Tammy Heskeyahu
Luchy J. Hidalgo-Semlek, MD
Paula Higginbotham
Lisa Higgs
Carol Hightower
Charles Hilger
Gary Hill
Karen Hill
Hal Hills
Colleen Hinz
Seymour Hirsch
Leticia Hixon
James Hoepfl
Timothy G. Hofer
James Hoffman
William Hogle
Carol Hohne
Joy Hojnacki
Christopher Holbrook
Diane Holbrook
Glora Holbrook
D. Alexander Holiday
Robert Holly
Kevlyn Holmes
Jack Holt
Melissa Holthusen
Rita Holtzinger
Dwayne Hooks
Tony Hooper
Thomas Hopkins

Marilyn Horan
Martin Hornacek
Candy Horsley
Sarah Houck
Mary Hoviss
Dianna Howard
John Howard
Lois Howard
Tobiann Howell
Bess Hubbard
Susan Hubbell
Mary P. Huber
Julie Hudak
Beth Hudson
Michael Huffman
Michael Hughart
Dorothy Hughes
Kristi Hughes
Stephanie Hughes
Norm Huie
Anthony Hulse
Leslie Humphrey
Tammy Humphries
Donald Hunt
Warren Hunt
James P. Hunter
Russel Huntington
Richard Huppert
James Hurt
Robin Husney
Elizabeth Huston
Miles Hutchinson
George Hyde
H. J. Hyde, Jr.
Barbara Ihde
Ken Ingram
Louis Iovino
Susan Ireland
Samuel Isaac
Kristal A Izydorczyk, DMD
Heather Jackson
Samantha Jackson
Susan Jacobbi
Amy Jacobs
Judith Jacobs
Frank Jaeger
Hyman Jaffe
Nina Jaiswal
Rohit Jaiswal
Matthew Jangelis
Edward Janicki
Kathy Janing
Keith Jaworski
Marla Jay
John C. Jenks
Lyle Jensen
Roy Jeremiah
Jordan Jessen
Betsy Johnson
Clayton Johnson
Deborah Johnson
Edith Johnson
Fern Johnson
Jane Johnson
Jolene Johnson
Jordan Johnson
Kathy C. Johnson
Kenneth Johnson
Nancy J. Johnson
Nathan Johnson

Peggy Johnson
Peter Johnson
Rachelle Johnson
Susan Johnson
Thomas Johnson
Wilma R. Johnson
William Johnson, M.D.
Ann Johnston
Douglas Johnston
Linda L. Johnston
W. Eugene Johnston
Joan Jolliffe
Jan Joncas
Debra Jones
Doris Jones
Jacqueline Jones
Joan Jones
Joseph Jones
Joyce Jones
Julie Jones
Mark S. Jones
Anita Joy
Scott Judd
Paul Judge
Joyce Justice
Diane Kaczmarek
Robert J. Kaiser
David Kane
J. M. Kane
Joshua Kantro
Stacy Kaplan
Jonathan Kappes
Agnes Karas
Kenneth Karolik
Frank Karras
Patricia Karspeck
Kenneth Kasten
Rt. Rev. Ilia Katre
Gerald Katz
Phyllis Kauffman
Lila Kaufman
Martha Kaufman
Joyce Kay
Erin Kayata
Gregory Kayata
Susan Keast
Shaun Keefer
Allan Keirstead
Frederick Keith
Tricia A. Keith
Linda Kelley
Robert Kelley
Jessica Kellner
Gloria. Kellum
Bradley J. Kelly
Debra Kelly
Meghan Kelly
Susan Kelly
Joyce Kelm
Susan Kemper
Steve Kendall
Carol Kenepp
Delbert Kennedy
Stacy M. Kennedy
Joanna T. Kercz
Carol Kerschner
Charles Kettel
Susan Kettel
Cathy Kibby
Gerard Kieczykowski

Diane Kietzman
Patricia Kile
Mary Kimball
Steven Kimmel
Janet Kincheloe
Dorothy King
Max King
Sheila C. King
Shirley King
Carolyn King-Winslow
Debra J. Kinz
Susan Kirk
Kim Kirkevold
Don Kirkman
Laura Kizior
Linda Klass
Mary Klatt
Joseph Kleer
Alan Klein
Brian Klisavage
Earl Wayne Knight
Harold Knight
Kathleen Knowles
Andrea Knox
Richard I. Knuth
Eldred Knutson
Linda Koch
Matthew Koch
Robert Koch
Leah Kochi
James Koegle
Russell Koeman
Russell Koets
Aurelia Kolar
Bonnie Kolk
George Kollinzas
Stephen Konsowski
Diane Konvalina
Timothy Koob
Louann Koontz
Carol Lee Koski, MD PhD
O. Peter Kotarides
Julia G. Koths
Ellen Kovacic
Sylvia Krakauer
Roy Krasik
Robert Kravetz
Steven Kravitz
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Neil Kreinik
Nancy Kritzman
John Kruppa
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David Kuhlman
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Jeffrey Lamy
Ron Landers
Steven Landman
Jeffry Landrum
Maureen Landry
Earle Lane
Joan Lang
Vicki Lant
Vincent Lanteri
Pat Laratonda
Matt LaRocco
Stephen LaRosa
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David Lasky
Thomas Lauer
John Laurie
Margie Law
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Karen Lawrence
Lu Lawrence
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Matthew Leeper
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Joyce Leite
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Michael Leith
Thomas Lembrich
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Mark Lemmeyer
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Marilyn Lenhart
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Anita Levien

Stuart Levin
Aura Levitas
Dan A. Levitz, Jr.
Margo Levy
Bill Lewis
David Lewis
Eve Lewis
Harry Lewis
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Tom Lewis
Richard A. Lewis, MD
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Harry Livingston
Kay Livingston
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Diane Lowenthal

Kenneth Lowery
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Jacob Lowry
Dawn Luce
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Kathleen Ludwigson
Sandra Luedtke
Joanne Lund
Ralph Lydman
Patricia Lyman
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Kiera Lynch
Lionel Lyon
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Deborah Mabrey
Norman MacEachern
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Marie Mackrell
George Macor
Karen MacPhail
Merrilyn Macurak
William Madden
James Maddison
Kathleen Madeja
Zohair Madhani
Paul Madigan
Appasaheb Madiwale
J. M. Magner
Janet Magnus
Patricia M Mahan
Mike Mahana
Kim Maher
Stephen Mahler
Nancy Mahoney
Michelle Mahurin
Susan Malec
Gilbert Malerk
Deborah Malone
Mona Malone
Thomas Maloney
Stuart Malter
Ira Mandell
Mary Mangan
Tim Mangini
Dennis C. Mann
Dixie Mann
Dieter Manning
Mary Manthey
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Wayne Marciniak
Howard Marco
Robert Marcy
Lee Marengo
Nathan Mark
Andrea Marks
Gary Marks
Shelley Marks
Claire Marlin
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Cheryl Martin
Doug Martin
Ernie Martin
Fredric Martin
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W.C. Martin

Cindy Martinez
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Jacqueline M. Marty
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Denise Mathews
Robert Mathews
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Angela Matthews
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Dana Mattox
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Leone Maxwell
Carol Mayer
David Mayer
Jessica Mayes
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John McAvenue
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Raymond McCaslin
Katy McClure
Patricia McCollum
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Lori McCormick
Sally McCrady
Rita McCray
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Thomas McCullum
James McCusker
Mildred McDermott
Anne McDonald
Denise McDonnell
Maude M. McDowell
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Carol McElroy
Matthew McFaddeen
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Deborah McGee
Katherine McGlynn
Robert McGovern
Patricia McGroary
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Kathleen McGurk
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Nicholas Melfi
Brittany Melvin
Janet M. Mendenhall
Roxana Mendez
Richard Mendoza
Jason Mercado
Stanley Merdinger
Lynn Merel
David Merkel
Michael G. Mesich
Jamie Metzendorf
Kay Metzler
Laura Meurer
Clarence Meyer
Robert Meyer
David Michaels
Lynette Mickelsen
Betty Micol
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John Midghall
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Lori Mikesell
Michael Mikesell
Beverly Millar
Joseph Millar
Shirley Millar
Carolyne Miller
Denise Miller
Gweneth Miller
Harold Miller
Julie Miller
Linda L. Miller
Ward Miller
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Carol Minker
Carol J. Miolini
David Mitchell
John Mitchell
Lindsay Mitchell
Mary E. Mitchell
Tara Moenning
Jeremy Moffett
Dennis Mohler
Susanna Mok
Cynthia Moldovan
Ernest Moldovan
Elllen J. Momeyer
Matthew Monaco
Patricia Mondragon
Leslie Monos
Cindy Monroe
Kathi Monteith
Pamela Montellano
Linda Montminy
Charlotte Moody
Gail Moore
Merle Moore
Wade A. Moore
Dorothy Moran
Patricia Moreno
Floyd Morgan
Justin T. Morgan
Kristen Morgan
Patricia Morgan
John Morris
Dennis Morrison
Rosemarie Morrissey
Hellen Morse
Kate Morton
Jacobi Moskal

Jaqueline T Moughan
Michael Moughan
Gail Mountain
Henry Moy
David Moyer
Donald A. Moyer
Anthony M. Mrkic
Dianne Mucha
Ruth Mueller
William Mueller
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Jodene Mulliken
Peter Mulliken
Christine Mullin
Lisa Mulville
Maureen Murphy
Shawn Murphy
James Murzyn
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Sandy Mustell
Patricia Musto
Norris Muth
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Mary Elizabeth Nagy
Norma Nagy
Victor Nagy
Dawn Nasser
Susan Nathan
Edvin Nazaryan
Pearl Nealis
Jounice Nealy-Brown
Peter B. Needham
Norman Neiwert
Dirk Nelson
Janice Nelson
Linda Nelson
Loretta Nelson
Robert Nelson
Janet Nesbitt
Daniel Nestel
James Neumeister
Megan New
Erin Newman
Virginia Newton
Laurene Nicholl
Joseph Nichols
C. Walter Nichols, III
Donna Nicholson

John Nielson
Carlos J. Nieves
Gail Niglio
Diane Nilles
Harold Nilles
Guy Nirenberg
Linda Noel
Earl Nolan
Jeanine Nolan
Ruth Nolan
Tina Noonan
Edwin Norman
Linda Norman
Marsha Norman
Kathleen Northrop
Katherine Norvell
Gloria Nuckles
Jasen Nunes
Lisa Nunes
Roberta Nunn
Christine Nusko
Bill O’Brien
Phillip O’Brien
Robert O’Brien
David F. O’Connor
Michael O’Connor
Maureen O’Driscoll
Donna O’Neil
Daniel O’Neill
Judy O’Shea
Greta Obereiner
James C. Ogilvie
Mary Olden
Melanie Olesky
John Olivera
Peter Olsberg
Francine Olshewsky
Mary Lou Olson
Marjorie Ono Jones
Peter Oostra
Marty Oppenheim
Kristina Orlandi
Jennifer Ornot
Gerald Orrino
Joanne Orrino
Bonnie Osbakken
C. L. Osborne
Jeffery Osborne
Susan Osborne

John Ostheimer
Diana M. Osuna-Diaz
Sally Ottmann
Marla Owings
Charles Pace
Louise Pack
Dennis Pageler
Donna Palaganas
Kristina Pangan
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Dorothy Paquin
Wayne Park
Brian Parker
George Parker
Theresa Parmenter
Rebecca Parsons
Jeffrey Paskar
Larry Pasker
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Janice Patrick
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Linda Paul
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Michael Pavan
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Kay Payne
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Debra L. Phelps
Jill Phelps
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Karen Piazza
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Marcus Picker
Brandon L. Pickett
Dorothy Pierce
Lloyd Pierce
Shane Pilkington
Stacey Pinney
Matthew Pinto
Robert Piorkowski
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Pat Poffenberger
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Jill Poris
Roy Porter
Helen Potter
Jim Potter
Joann Potter
Ruth Potter
Mario Pottinger
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Judy Powell
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Barbara Pramik
Judith Prasil
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Richard Preskill
Lyle Presse
Celia Preston
Kathleen Preston
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Peggy Priest
Donna Prince
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Barbara Prochaska
Karla Proksch
Harold Ptacek
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Madhukar Purohit
Carrie Purvis
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Larry Putlitz
Diane Pynaker
Moira J Pyne
Dennis Pytko
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Jan-Michael Quiambao
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Richard Rabbage

Esther Rabenstein
Barbara Rabinowitz
Omer Racine
John Radcliff
Caroline Radel
Kathryn Rademacher
Walter P. Radzio
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Arnold Rains
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Marna Raitanen
Maryann Rakowski
Jana Ralsten
Larry Ramsoomair
Barbara Ranallo
Richard Randall
Walter Raney
Ronald W. Ratcliffe
Daniel E. Rau
George Ray
Gerald Ray
Nancy Ray
Andrew Reaccuglia
Joyce Recenello
Sonya Redd
Paul Redemann
Jack Redmond
Jane Redmond
Arlene Rees
Scott Rees
Linda Reid
Jackie Reilly
James Reinarz
Heather A. Rejba
Elena Remedios
Willam Renfrow
Sandra Restino
Naomi Retchin
Margot Reubens
Michele Reynolds
Michelle Rhoads
Alfred Rhodes
Richele Ricci
Anke Rice
Lindsay Rice
Shari Rice
Gregory Richards
Roy Richards
Thomas Richards
Dee Ann Richardson
Seth Richmond
Marissa Ricklefs
Frank Ricks
Herman Riemer
Hazel Riggs
Shirley Riker
Joseph Rimstidt
Linda Rinehart
Ruth Rios
James Riso, Jr.
E. Marianne Ritz
Sandra Ritz
Betty Robbins
William Robbins
Judy Roberson
Constance Roberts
Carole Robie
Bonnie Robinson
Ellen Robinson
George Robinson

James Robinson
Mark Robinson
Robert Rocheleau
Carol Rochelle
Edward Rockey
Toby Rodney
Francisco Javier Rodriguez
Jos Roebroek
Sharon Roesler
David Rohrback
Judith Ron
Janice Ronan
Michelle Roos
Nancy Rosa
Elliott Roseman
Martin Rosensky
David Rosner
Beverly Ross
Linda Ross
Stewart Ross
Timothy Ross
Lynda Rossi
David Roth
Teresa Rothausen-Vange
Nadine Rothstein
Bonnie Rowland
Sharon Royer
George Ruccio
Clare Rudesyle
Ana Ruiz
Frank Ruiz
Gil Rumsey
Rhonda Rundle
Roy Runyan
Richard Russ
Erik Russell
Elizabeth Russell Parker
Patricia Rust
Audrey Ruston
Bryon Ruth
Fred Rutz
Timothy Rutz
Ruth Ruvoli
Doris Ryan
Lorrie Rybaczyk
Deb Ryder
Margaret Rzeszotarski*
Mary Saenz
Anthony Saia
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Stanley Salagaj
Christopher Saldana
Charles Sallis
Esther Sallitt
Albert Salsedo
Charles Salter
Dellene Salvatore
L. John Salzman
Robin Samet
Deanna Samilo
Robert Sanchez
Sasha Sanderson
Suzette Sands
Debra Sandt
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Anne M. Wells, Ph.D.
Jan Welsh
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Murray Wettlaufer
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Rosanna Wheeler
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Jonathan A. White
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Jeannette Whitmarsh
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Cindy Whittington
Christine Wichard
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Janet Wiehe
Douglas Wigton
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Lois Wilding
Edna Wilken
William Willever
Colleen Williams
Glenda Williams
Joe Williams
John Williams
Kelsey Williams
Lana Williams
Lynn Williams
Martha Williams
Maureen Williams
Robert Williams
Ruby Williams
Suzanne Williams
Tom Williams
Eldon C. Willilams
Sue Willilams
Amanda Wilson
Bernie Wilson
Betty Wilson
Kellen Wilson

Margaret Wilson
Nancy Wilson
Pamela Wilson
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Charlene Wiltshire
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Pamela Wise
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Robert Witt
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William Wolf
Dorothy Wolfe
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George Wolff
James Woll
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David Won
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Zorina Woodward
Mary Lee Woollett
Sandy Work
Karen Worrall
Amy Wozniak
Kimberly Wragg
Rodney Wray
Mary Wright
Nancy E. Wright
Norris Wright
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Nancy Wyndham
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Li Xu
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William Yadlon
Samantha Yadlon-Pica
Seda Yalvac
Margaret Yance
Jack Yantis
Camille Yee
Jennifer Yee
Rowland Yeo
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Florence Yoder
Marlene Yoder
Mary Yoder
Gary L. Yonker
Lois York
Colette Young
Jacqualine Young
Susan T. Young
Timothy Young
Wallace Young
Chris Zaal
Betty Zaninovich
Carol Zaun
Jason Zenk
Joe Zeringue
Hazel Ziebell
Herbert Zimmerman
Bep Zonneveld

Darcy Zumach
Kathleen C. Zuniga
Richard Zuvich
Steven Zweig

ambassadors 2014

William Ansley
Joan Armstrong
Julie Bell
Yvonne Bishop
Hannah Blanton
Ofir Brizinov
Stuart Butler
Renee Canfield
Holly Cannon
Aaron J. Clarke
James Crone
Sherie Demple
Sibylle DeRosa
Rick Forney
Tamara Foxen
Emily Fruik
Judi Jetson
Kim Koehlinger
Harriette Lion
Margee McKenna
Kristen Morgan
T. Everett Nichols
Kelly Pavlak
Debbie Plimmer
Noreen Reagan
William Robbins
Elizabeth Russell Parker
Susan Salzmann
John Schilke
Gina Sharpley
William Shirey
Catherine Showerman
Stephanie Stamatelos
Shane Sumlin
Vanessa Thomas
Allen Throckmorton
Jonathan Toumey
Brenda Velantzas
Russell Walter
Jo Ann Wettlaufer
Brenda Wieckhorst
Pamela Wilson
Kimberly Wragg
James Yadlon
Jason Zenk

These Special donors give the gift  
of time and leadership. Ambassadors 
are individuals who have engaged 
the community in the name of the 
Foundation. This includes, but is not 
limited to, the following: Chairing  
a Chapter meeting, chairing a Walk 
& Roll, Chairing a specific fundraiser 
and conducting an Advocacy event 
by making a Congressional visit. In 
recognition of their dedication to 
the Foundation, Ambassadors will 
receive special recognition for the 
events they lead. 

4. Ambassadors
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Industry Sponsors
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Special Event Fundraisers

Ofir Brizinov: Sold GBS|CIDP Awareness Bracelets

Shane Sumlin: �Held a community movie night, inviting families to get together to raise awareness  
and watch a movie together at a local auditorium

Brenda Wieckhorst: Sold GBS|CIDP Awareness Bracelets

William Shirey: Unable to “Walk and Roll”, William planned to “Sit and Stay” with his annual sit in.

Lizz Russell: Planned a fashion show, donating proceeds from design sales

Holly Cannon: Organized a Golf Outing, as well as a Basketball Free Toss competition at the local high school

Thomas Segur: Gathered family and friends to run the Brooklyn Half Marathon in honor of the Foundation

Pamela Wilson: Held a community retail event, donating % of store sales to celebrate her store’s 1 year anniversary

Julie Bell: Organized a “twist” challenge, putting her spin on the Ice-Bucket Challenge

Jason Zenk: Planned a “Blue Jean Day” at work, where employees paid to dress down for a “charitable Friday”

Catherine Showerman: Organized a Tractor, Motorcycle, Truck and Car Show in honor of the Foundation

Renee Canfield: Designed and sold custom GBS|CIDP T-shirts

Stephanie Stamatelos: Sold GBS|CIDP Awareness Bracelets at work

Emily Fruik: Wine and Cheese Night

Will Johnson: Held lecture on Miller Fisher Syndrome at his Rotary Club

Ellen Zschunke: Planned a “Blue Jean Day” at Lower Moreland Twp School District

Hugh Williams: Run 52 5k races in one year

Miranda Harper and Gina Davis: Organized Charity Swim Meet to raise awareness

M. Cohen Designs: Designed and sold bracelets to raise awareness
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Program 59.1%
Research 34.7%

Management + General 3.8%
Fundraising 2.4%

EXPENSES

$75,564
$46,859

$1,177,686

$6
91

,5
75

Research Funding
 $800,000

 $700,000

 $600,000

 $500,000

 $400,000

 $300,000

 $200,000

 $100,000

2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014
 $-

Walk and Roll Locations
 18

 16

14

12

10

6

4

2

2013 2014 2015
0

Walk and Roll Participantss
 1400

 1200

1000

800

600

400

200

0
2013 2014 2015

Global Presence

In Your Words
“God bless you for all your work!”

“�I was diagnosed with CIDP in June of 2014. It’s changed my life so much. But I have wonderful friends and 
family who are incredibly supportive. I hope these donations are used to bless people with CIDP. God Bless 
and thank you for everything you do for us”

“What an amazing walk! Lots of great stories, wow! Looking forward to 2016”

“It was a lot of fun having the Walk and Roll in OKC this year! Thanks for helping me through it!”

“�I’m so happy the walk went so well. Thank you for all of your help, I’m looking forward to working with 
you again.”

“Thank you for your time towards this cause. It was a great experience for my son”

“�The abundance and quality of information you have provided will assist them and their son in making 
further testing and treatment decisions. God bless you and your organization for all of the work done on 
behalf of those suffering and living with GBSlCIDP and their families!”

“�I think it was a terrific day and we feel so blessed to meet others who have walked this journey. Thank  
you for all you did!”

It is a great comfort to know that your organization exists for patients with rare conditions and that  
you are able to provide support and information worldwide.

Thank you for the literature you have attached- your foundation is truly awesome and your support  
so very welcome.

Praise the Lord. May God shower your team with endless blessings.

Thank you for finally offering the Communicator in an email format! I would like all the funds raised  
to be used for research and not printing and mailing….I hope that you encourage all the newsletter  
recipients to go green. 

The Walk and Roll for GBS|CIDP is a signature walk designed  
to increase public awareness and to raise support for the 
mission of the GBS|CIDP Foundation International. 
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Global Presence

Chapter locations 	 Walk and Roll Events (16) 	 Centers of Excellence (24)	 Chapter Meetings (60) 	O ther Fundraisers(10)

Events Map
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Picture yourself swimming the length of a pool. Arm-over-arm, each stroke pulling you 
smoothly through the water. Your strong legs are rhythmically beating the wake behind  
you into a splattering froth. You take a deep breath and...Stroke! 2,3,4...stroke! 2,3,4.  
You’re as graceful as a dolphin but as fierce a barracuda. Each set of breaths, strokes  
and kicks propels you through the next ten meters. Faster, stronger, faster...faster...stroke! 
2,3,4. “You’re living your dream. You’re going to win..Push! Push!,” is the mantra pulsing 
through every cell in your body. You’re exhausted but years of mental and physical training 
won’t let you quit. Stroke 2,3,4 fifteen meters to go. Your chest expands, Breathe! 2,3,4 ten 
meters, arms are burning, legs are kicking relentlessly. Five meters, three meters, one meter, 
reeeeach...FIRST PLACE!! 

Two days later you get GBS and all your dreams sink to the bottom of the pool. Juan  
Castillo-Vazquez is a remarkable young man. His life, like yours, was sucked into a  
whirlpool of weakness, fatigue, paralysis, fear and despair. Juan is  
remarkable, like you, because that didn’t stop him. He, like you, 
chose to rise up from the depths. 

This past August, he flew to Toronto with the Cuban National Team 
to compete at the 2015 ParaPan American Games and BROKE THE 
WORLD RECORD for the 100 meter butterfly! Need we say more?

Juan swam his race in his lane, alone, but he trained and received  
support as part of a team. GBS, CIDP and other variants such  
as MMN have brought us together and we are now family. So, no  
matter where you are in your recovery process keep swimming and 
make some room because we’re jumping in with you!

JUMP IN!  THE WATER’S FINE...
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We are the GBS CIDP  
Foundation staff

and we need you!

...to come to a chapter meeting, give us a call and share the name of your local neurologist, rehab center,  
therapist or specialist to expand our referral list, participate in a Walk, or plan and chair a Walk in your area, 
create your own fundraiser, give us your email address so that we communicate electronically, participate in  
advocacy and send a letter to your Representative, plan to join us in San Antonio at symposium 2016, document 
and share your story so that we can share it on our website and publish it in our collection, make a donation in 
honor or memory of a special person in your life, remember us in your estate planning, and most importantly, 
give us a call and let us know what we can do for you!



Support  Education  Research  Advocacy

Foundation Report

GBS CIDP Foundation International
International Office
The Holly Building
1041/2 Forrest Avenue
Narberth, PA 19072-2215

Support  Education  Research  Advocacy

SAVE the DATE
for the  14th International Symposium

Featuring an entirely new curriculum

The GBS|CIDP Foundation International invites you to join us for our  
14th International Symposium on September 23rd-24th, 2016 at the  
Hyatt Regency in San Antonio, Texas!

This Symposium will be an incredible opportunity to learn about GBS, 
CIDP, and variants from leading medical experts in the field, to meet  
other patients and families, and to have fun!

Stay tuned for registration information

[Address Block Here]


